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Of all created things the loveliest, 
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“Thank you, Mr. President!” 


Dear Reader, 


A couple of days before his 73rd birthday, 
His Excellency the President of India wrote the answers 
for the questions raised by GOKULAM readers. On 
behalf of all of you, I thank him through this column and 
also wish him many more happy returns of the day, 
Ofcourse you may also write tohim 
directly at Rashtrapathi Bhavan, 
New Delhi, to express your grati- 
tude and thought. 

Please remember that the 
President's answers are not just for 
‘you but forall the boys and girls in 
this nation. So be sure to share thisissue of GOKULAM 
with as many friends as possible. 








Thaithis answers, the undercurrent message is love 
‘of our Motherland. I hope you will not miss this point. It 
was the great Tamil poet Bharathi, who equated 
Bharathamatha to Adi Parasakthi or goddess Parvathi. 
His conclusion was that devotion to motherland was 
devotion to God. 1am sure that many poets in other 
parts of India have also expressed similar views in their 
poems. 

If this concept is accepted, all our acts and efforts 
will be forthe good ofthe nation. When you specialise 
in some subject, you are doing so to help this nation 
prosper. When you want to achieve something in sports, 
itis because you want the nation to be proud of you, 
and soon. If we train our minds like this, our nation will 
certainly become a most developed nation within the 
next decade, which is what our President is aiming at 

‘Towards reaching this goal our President plans to 
share his thoughts with al of us through All India Radio 
also, Letushear his voice being broadcast, be inspired 
by is messages and help to build this nation asa strong 
‘economic power. 

-Editor 
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Star Rendezvous 


Rote models for children in the 
field of sports and movies abound. 
But, a scientist holding the highest 
office in India, has become an icon, 
dan inspiring and lovable role model, 
Yes! Our President, His Excellency 





Shri APJ Abdul Kalam, has captured 
the imagination, love and respect 















of millions of children in India, 

We at GOKULAM were stupefied 
and amazed at the quantity and more 
so the quality of questions asked of 
our President, by our young readers! 
With over 200 questions receive 
selection became a daunting ta 

We are grateful to His Excellency, 
for answering all the questions that 
we had sent for his perusal. 
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Renu George, Goa 
Can we students play any role to 
do away with terrorism? 


Students have got a 3 point 
mission. 1. You have to study 
well and excel. You should have 
a goal and work hard for the goal 
with perseverance. 2. You can 
teach how to read and 
write at least 5 persons, 
who do not know how to 
read and write. 3, Also, 
plant 5 saplings and grow 
them into trees. 

If all the students 
accomplish this, it will 
assist in national develop- 
ment and also assist in 
preventing the spread of 








terrorism. 


© R-Thomas Murphy, Trichy 
Many people say that scientists 
have no faith in God. Do you agree? 
Itis not true. Whenever scien- 
tists or anyone for that miter 
looks at the sky, sees the galaxy 
of Milky Way, the many galaxies 
which have millions and millions 





stars, 
are 
also sur- 
rounded by J 
innumerable 
planets, and 





the ever expanding Universe, he/ 
she will be inspired by the 
Cre 








@C. Sapna, Gulbarga, Karnataka 

Does producing nuclear weapons 
bring peace and security o u 

Itis essential to remember that 
Wo of India’s neighbouring coun- 
tries are armed with nuclear 
weapons. In such a situation, 
national security coupled 
with economic develop- 


TRUE!" 


ment is es 











ential for 
maintaining — peace. 
Strength respects strength. 








.. Priyadharshini, Coimbatore 
Jf Pakistan announces a nuclear 
attack against India, what will be 
‘your first reaction? 
India has got a nuclear policy 
of ‘no first use’. That means, 
India is strong enough to meet any 











challenge 
and attack. 


© M. Sai- 
nath, Hydera- 
bad 

You have 
worked in Technical and Medical 
fields. What difference do you find 
‘between the two fields? 

I have worked in applying 
technology to provide affordable, 
medicare to people. While the 
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Medical field aims at removing 
suffering and pain of patients, the 
technical field propels economic 
growth for proper development. 
Synergy of both fields aims at wel- 
fare of people. 


@ Navneeta Dash, Orissa 

You were a professor. How can an 
ideal teacher serve the country? 

The best teacher shall love 
teaching, The aim of the teacher 
should be to promote the capac- 
ity for research and enquiry in the 
student, The teacher should also 
trigger the creativity of the student 
and make the student a life long 
autonomous learner, 





© S. Aarti, Trivandrum 

Many bright students belonging to 
the forward community are denied 
admission in some of the best 
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government professional colleges. 
Why this discrimination? 

Today there are so many 
professional/engineering colleges. 
All these colleges vie for best 
students, Also, because of 
competition among colleges, the 
cost structure and quality of edu- 
cation are challenged so that it 
may become affordable, 





© P. Aruna, Bangalore 

Sir, with increasing rat race, 
parental and teacher pressure, burden 
of increased amount of syllabus, ten 
sion and the inferior feeling in 
society regarding admission into 
pure science, do you think we can 
achieve the dream of India? 

The most suc- 
| cessful people are 
those who select 
the subjecU/task for 
which they have an 
aptitude and 
specialize in that, 
irrespective of 
others liking or 
disliking it, Parents 
have to support the 
uh children’s desiré, 


#S. Rajeswari, Madurai 

Can we (Indians) land on the moon 
with our own knowledge and with our 
‘own equipment without the help of 
any other country? 





Yes. India has 
capability. 


got the 


Harish S. Abhu Dhabi, UAE 

What is your advise to Indian 
children residing abroad? What 
should they contribute 
to India? 

They can share 
their knowledge and 
their valuable experi- 
They can 
come back and be- 
come entrepreneurs 
and teachers. 


ences. 


¢S. Malini, Pollachi 
Do you believe in 


luck? \ 


Sweat and hard work with per- 
severance are vital for success. 





@N.Vinodhini, Chennai 

Who inspired you in the field of 
science and also in your personal 
life? 

In Science, my teacher in Class 
VIII, Shri Siva Subramania Iyer. 
In my personal life, my spiritual 
parents. 


S. Anusha, Hyderabad 

As the President of India what 
steps are you going to take to abolish 
child labour? 

We have a Child Labour (Pro- 
hibition and Regulation) Act in 
India. Definitely some positive 


action is essential. 


KS. Manjunath, Dharmapuri 
Which is your favourite game, and 
who is your favourite player? 
Once, my favourite game was 










1 





Badminton, Presently, I walk in 
my garden for more than an hour 
everyday. That gives me happi- 
ness. My favourite player is one 
who plays his ‘game’ honourably 
both in the play ground and out- 
side it. 





Which is your favourite book? 
Can you tell us any unforgettable 
event that happened in your 
childhood? 

Answers to the above ques- 
tions and more follow in our next 
issue. Don’t miss it! 











Cover page photo : Soura 
Illustration ; Natanam: 
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Birbal Story Retold by: C. SUBHA, 
THE CAGED LION std, bea Ge ES 








‘The Emperor of Persia, hearing 
lof Birbal, decided to test him. At 
Akbar’s court one day- 

Let the cage be 
kept in the middle| 
of the court. You 
may retire to the 
royal guest house, 















‘Your Majesty, mp 
Emperor has sent 
this cage and a leter 



























Emperor Akbar then read |} 
‘out the letter 

This cage has to be 
‘emptied without opening it. Else, 
the Mughal territories would come 


under the sovereignty of the 
Emperor of Persia, 
V7 











How unfortunate that 
Birbal is not present in 
court today. I guess 
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| Birbal closely inspected the cage and the 
lion 







excitement, 




























j : Wa 
/ 





Letter Box 





52 The ‘career guidance’ column is 
extremely interesting and very useful! 

~Amulya Pradhan, 

Puri, Orissa 


SS like the serial ‘Ritvi and Grandpa 
‘Achappa’! 

= Abhipsa Rath 

Hyderabad 


While my children enjoy each and 
every page of GOKULAM, I enjoy spe- 
cial features like ‘Star Rendezvous’ and 
‘Hello Doctor’ columns! 

-Razak Khan 
Cuttack 


© Although Iam now in class X, I 
‘make time for myself to read every issue 
of GOKULAM! 

-M.K.Shruthi Reddy 
Chittoor 


2 The case file ‘Case ofthe doctor's 
death’ was amazing and the article “A yam 
to weave’ informative. The serial “Ritvi 
and Grandpa Achappa’ is my favourite. 

- Shreya H. Shetty 
Mumbai 


The October 2003 issue was 
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FANTABULOUS! 
The cover story 
drove home the point 
that traditional games 1 
are always better and 
‘greater fun when compared to computer 
games! 

+ Tanusri M. 

Mangalore 


53 What fun! I made Peter look ex- 
actly ike histwin Jack! 

+D. Ajay Anand 

Kalpakkam 


521" Wondrous, the English Language’ 
was wonderful, the stories excellent, 
viewpoint enriching, activity exciting, tra- 
ditional games great fun...Wow! 
-R.Prayin Cumar, 
Pondichery 





52 What an exclusive and unique op- 
portunity! Iam talking about the oppor- 
tunity given toask Kalamji questions. 

- Snehalata Nayak, 
Orissa 


©2Forall assignments and projects, 
GOKULAM comesiin very useful! 

~S.M. Supriya, 

Chennai 





NHAT FUN! 


© can’timagine my world without 
GOKULAM! 

-Nisha Bharti 

Damoh (M.P.) 


21 got some good advise from the 
picture story “The foolish donkey’. By the 
way, where is Grandma Worm? 

-Ra. Aadhirai 
Chennai 






T'mright here 
on page 52! 


© I picked up a copy of 
GOKULAM, for the first time, from our 
schoo! library. was fascinated tonate so 
many contributions from children being 
published. This has encouraged me to 
‘write too! 


+E. Balakumar 
Ranipet 







© Iwas very successful in trying out 

both recipes given under the ‘Budding 
Chef’ column, 

-P.Chaitra 

Bangalore 


52.The ‘HP Two-Part Contest’ was 

very interesting. The third - prize winning 

story (HP Short Story Contest) was good 

and so was the Poster, What a (HP) Bo- 
nanza! 

-Dhanya Nair 

‘Thane 





liked the picture story ‘For want 

‘of amoustache’ 

+S. Jatan 
‘Tirupur 


2Thank you for the prize books (for 

having got the most number of participa- 

tion certificates). They are simply fabu- 
fous 

~ Ankita Shreeram 

Mumbai 


© Ihave 30 issues of GOKULAM 

in my almirah as precious possession! I 

shall keep collecting more! 
=Divya 





Prakash 
Udupi 


[= Now Iam doing my PG. course. 
After a long gap of many years, Ihave 
started reading GOKULAM again. [must 
say that there area lot of positive changes. 

-V.Sowmya 
‘Chennai 
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The summer was finally over. 
Harry had purchased his books and 
together with Ron and Hermione, 
boarded the Hogwarts Express, There 
was hardly an hour left to reach 










toy 
‘ABHINAYA\ MOHAN, 
Std) Vill, PS. Senior, 
Secondary, School. 


Hogwars ‘Chennai 
“Harry, Ron, Ihave to tell you some- —_ 
thing,” said Hermione, very excited. a 





“What is it?” asked Harry, who was 
busy playing ‘exploding snap" with Ron. 

“Well! I have been selected for the 
“Best Witch Contest’ tobe conducted by 
the Wise Witch Institute!” 

“Wow!” "ex- * & shaking figure came up from behind 
claimed Ron. 
“Hermione, If you 
win, you get 5000 
galleons, don’t 
you.” 


“Tomorrow?!” chorused Ron and 
Harry, 


AttHogwarts the next morni 





“Yes! Imagine 
how many books...” 
“And you can 
lend me some to 
buy firebolt?” 
“Don’t be ri- 
diculous Ron” 
snapped Hermione. 
“Ldon'teven know 
if ill win,” she 









said somberly 

Harry who 
hadn't reacted 
till then, asked, WAR RAVE 
When is this HART 2 (y 
contest?” 

“Tomorrow, 


Hany!” squealed mc 
Hermione. wis SE Will ‘ 
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and Harry got up early to wish Hermione 
good luck. Harry saw Malfoy, smirking 
at them from the safety of his Slytherin 
table 

Hermione soon left for Aberdeen 
where the contest was to be held. 


‘The next day, Harry and Ron woke 
upearly and waited toreceive Hermione. 
‘They were anxious to know all about the 
contest results 

Hermione didn't come that day. Infact, 
she wasn't seen forthe next two days! 

Dumbledore was worried, He sent for 
Ron and Harry. 

“Harry, Ron, I suspect something is 
wrong with Ms.Granger,” said 
Dumbledore gravely, "We have goto Ab- 
erdeen to check it out,"he said. 

“Yes, Professor, but." started Harry. 

“No time, Potter,” said Dumbledore, 
siving some floo powderto the two boys. 
Hetook some forhimself too, 

One by one, after chanting “Wise 
Witch Institute’, they stepped into the 
burning fireplace and within afew sec- 
‘onds, came out ofthe burning grate of a 
room, in an old castle. 





The room was almost deserted, 
except fora lone, old witch, 

“The organiser, please,” asked 
Dumbledore. 


“Yes! That's me sir," replied the witch, 

Dumbledore then asked to see 
Hermione, 

“Allthe witches left yesterday, but you 
ccan see Ms, Granger's room,” said the 
oldwiteh, 

‘They went inside, butat first couldn't 
find anything, They hadalmost given up 
‘when Harry shouted, 

“Professor, look! I found her wand,” 
said Harry, bending'to pick it up, 

“Noo... Harry, don't!” screamed 
Dumbledore, 


Butitwastoolate, 

Harry had been transported else- 
where forthe wand was a Portkey. Soon, 
Hay foundhimsel ina room 

“No.ult can't be..." Harry said 
hoarsely 

“Welcome, Mr. Potter," said « cold 
voice behind him, Harry felt his head 
would split with pin, his sear was bum 
ing 

"You..." said Harry looking at 
Voldemort. "How come?" He then saw 
Hermione tied toa pole and surrounded 


by fire, 








reamed Hermione, “As 
soon as won that contest, I was trans- 
ported here by a portkey and tied up. 
‘They knew you would come, searching 





‘CRICKET’ THERMOMETER! 


enheit! 


E 


Count the number of cricket chirps in 14 seconds.Add 
40.The answer gives the exact temperature in degrees Fahr- 


= Sneh Pradtion 
StdVIll, MH.M.S. Kolkata 











for me” she 
sobbed, “And 
that's what’shap- 
pened,” she said 
spewing a 
venemous look at 
Voldemort. 
“Howdy, 
Mr.Potter?” 
asked Voldemort 
inmock laughter. 
“Atlast I have 
managed to bring 
you away from 
Dumbledore, and 
now... you die,” 
said Voldemort, 
rubbing his hands 
inglee. 
“Wormtail 
Do a neat job! 
Kill him,” ordered Voldemort. 


A shaking figure came up from be- 








hind, trembling, 
“N--Noo... Wormtail... remember... 1 
saved you from Sirius,” began Harry, play- 


ing for time. He began looking for his 
\wand, which he didn’t seem to find. 

‘Wormtail hesitated and then turning 
around to Voldemort said, “Master, need 
alittle time. Please...” 

“How dare you listen to that boy,” 
skrieked Voldemort in rage. Then, point- 
ing his wand at Wormuuil cried, “Crucio!” 
Wormiail writhed in pain, 

“Tl finish you...” said Voldemort to 
Harry. 

“No, master,” pleaded Wormtal, But, 
‘when Voldemort didn’t pay heed, as his 








* They were safe! 


last hope, Wormtail pointing his wand, 
muttered “Cruci at Voldemort. 

Voldemort struggled, but only fora few 
seconds, 

Harry who had been watching, took 
hischance and grabbed Hermione’s hand, 

‘Voldemort saw him and pointing his 
wand, said, “Avada Kedavral”. The spell 
bounded towards Harry but Wormtail 
came in the middle and the spell hit him 
instead. He fell down lifeless. 

Harry snatched the portkey wand in 
that split second, and he and Hermione 
were transported back to the WWI. In 
the background, Harry could hear 
Voldemort’s enraged cry. 

But they were safe! And when they 
saw Dumbledore's smiling face, they knew 
everything would bealright.e 
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A NEW YEAR BONANZA! 


WITH THE JANUARY ISSUE OF GOKULAM! 








A Special 16 - page booklet 
Absolutely FREE! 


With contributions only from 
first -time child writers! 
Come on! All you budding 
but shy writers... ~ 
HURRY! SEND IN YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! 
Showcase your creativity in this special booklet! 
Tum to page 66 for details of rules and regulations to be followed 
Last Date: 26.11.2003 


Children’s Day Book Release! 


FAT IS BEAUTIFUL 


and other Jayabalan stories 





A collection of 12 well - loved, witty, 

humourous and satirical stories about 

King Jayabalan that have appeared in 

Gokuilam in the past years. A treat for 

both past as well as present readers of 
Gokulam! 





# Buy a copy for Rs. 39,50/- only (postage included)! 
or 

* Subscribe to, Renew or Gift a two-year GOKULAM subscription (Ra.144/- only) 

‘and get a copy free! (all payments by MO/DD or local cheques only) 

Write to: 
‘The Circulation Manager, GOKULAM, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 
E-mail: subscription@kalkiweeklycom 
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ACROSS: 


1, Spiders build me, I also have 
assite (3) 

6.Neither tarrot nor parrot, I am 
a bunny’s © 

7. Curved bone extending from the 
backbone to the chest (3) 

9. A small breed of horse (4) 

10. The red planet (4) 

14. A loved one (domesticated) (3) 

15.The first tool used for 
calculation (6) 

16.What roses, blood and tomatoes 
have in common (3) 


Crossword Contest Entry - 9 





verse TACKLE THIS! 


was the 





first name of this 
scientist (6) 

3.The most dreaded 
subject for many 
(4) 

4.A metal - bearing 
mineral or rock (3) 

5, Turn the page please * 
(abbreviation) (3) 

8. To mourn (6) 

11. Period of an activ- [2 
ity (4) 

12, Together with ‘see’ 

















itmakes a beautiful 
game (3) 














13, Tit for__1 3) 
~ Narasimha Kamath 
Std IV, ASM. High 
School, Bangalore 
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“Wondrous, The English Language. 


Ta 
am sure you can guess what a 
suffix is,” said Ms. Gayatri 

Several hands shot up ready to answer. 
Ms. Gayatri looked round the class and 
said, “Kanchana, you tell me.” 

“Isn't it the opposite of prefix? 
‘Something attached to the end of a word 
instead of its beginning?” answered 
Kanchana. 

You are right,” said Ms. Gayatri, 
“Suffixes are not as important as roots and 
prefixes... Can any one tell me why?” 





‘This ime there was no answer from 
anyone although Ms.Gayatri 
‘waited patently for one. 

““A suffix is added on toa 
word after the meaning is 
known,” continued Ms. Gaya 
“Take for instance the suffix 
dsm Youhave heroism, alcoholism, 
skepticism etc. You know the 
‘meaning of hero, alcohol and 
skeptic. So the suffix 
only gives youan idea 
of what part of 
speech the word 
belongs to. 
Here, it is an 
abstract noun.” 


give me an 
example of a 
suffix?” asked Ms. 
Gayatri 

“What about 
ness?” asked 














Harii, 

“Any examples?" 

The class took over and many 
‘examples were given in rapid succession 
~ coldness, sleeplessness, loneliness, 
darkness, heaviness... * 

“Good,” said Ms. Gayatri. “Ology 
means a field of study. Can you tell me 
what the following words mean - for 
instance, theology?” 

“Religion,” said Darshini 

"Meteorology?" 

“The study of weather,” said 
‘Shibani. 
“Entomology?” 
“The study of 





insects,” shouted Abhishek. 

“Geology?” 

“The study of the earth,” said 
Kanchana. 

“Good,” said Ms. Gayatri. 


Radha Padmanabhan 
theirdesks 

“Some suffixes form verbs,” continued 
Ms Gayatri. “Take for example the suffix. 
ate. The words decimate, nominate, 
terminate are some examples. Ish is 


“SUFFIXES 





; 
Ms.cayatri then took a 
sheaf of papers from her table 
and started distributing them. 

“Here is your homework for the day,” 
she said. 

“Miss, for me,” shouted an over 
enthusiastic Abhishek. 

"Waitin your place and don’t make 
noise," replied Ms. Gayatri stemly. 
“Take them and put them away for 
now. I'll tell youall about your homework 


atthe end of the class”, she said, 
The children kept the sheets inside 


.¥ 


another verb suffix. Examples are 
admonish, demolish, extinguish.” 

“Are there any noun suffixes?” asked 
Shibani. 

“Of course,” said Ms. Gayatri, “for 
instance ~ian and -an are noun suffixes. 
Forexample, the word American refers 
toaperson whois acitizen of America.” 

Just then Ms. Gayatri noticed that 
Shibani and Darshini, the twins were 
sharing a joke. She looked at them and 
asked, “Have you any doubts?” 





BEATS ME! 








A sporrow’s heart beats about 800 times a minute, 
a rabbit's 150 times, a horse's 40 times and a mouse’s 


600 times! 


+ Binita Arun Biswos 
Std IX, Holy Cross Convent, Mumbai 








\ 





2 








“Yes,” said Shibani, “I was wondering whether I was a Chennai-ian ora Chennai- 
ite ora Chennai-vasi!” 
The class collapsed into laughter. 





Dear young readers of Gokulam, 

We have had these English classes going for the 
last four months. | do hope you have been enjoying 
these lessons and doing your homework! 

Here's some special homework that comes with a 


little gift at the end of it. 
Jam listing below some common suffixes: 
-cracy, - graph, - meter, - scope and -tude. 
te Dé Your work is to make as many words as you can 


under each of these suffixes. For example, 
under - racy you can make words like democracy 









ike 


and soon. 
| will present my book ‘ICHIBO AND HER FRIENDS 'to five children 
who write the most number of words, 
So, hurry up and mail your list to 


GOKULAM, 
A7-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097, 


Donot forget to mention ‘English Homework’ on the envelope. | shall 
wait for your lists only until 15.11.2003 


Affectionately yours, 
Radha aunty 


KEEP ITS MOUTH SHUT! 


Although an alligator can close its jaw with a force 
sufficient to break o person's arm, the muscles that open 
its jows are so weak that it is possible for a man to hold 
the mouth of « full- grown alligator shut with only one 

hand! 











~ Komalika Ghosh 
StdVIl, .D. Birla Centre for Education, Kolkata 











Dlustrations: Pillai 








THE CURSES! === 

















‘What have 
you brought 
for us, son?, 


Ay From now on, you} 









How loving and ~ 
‘aring you are! No one in 
‘the world will ever find fault 


with yout 


will be cursed 
‘now and then by 
people on earth! 


























a 





pours causing floods, people curse rain for being so bountiful! And, 


people curse the rain for not falling! But the moon is never cursed 


‘That is why even today, when the sun shines too brightly, people 
surse him as being too hot! The same is the case with rain. When it 


when there is no rain for a long time, causing droughts, then too, 


‘on any account by the people on earth! 
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Experience 





‘Thisincident happened when I was 
naughty litle girl of four, My mothe, 
father and I were waiting forthe train at 
the railway station, Father got bored 
after some time and went to browse 
magazines at a nearby stall. My mother 
100, got engrossed in a book, 

T decided to take alittle stro around 
the platform, Having walked a few steps 
ahead, I saw this family siting inside the 
compartmentof a tran eating hot samosas 


WHAT é 


and drinking flavoured milk. 
too felt hungry and somehow 
managed to clamber up to 
them, 
| _Sevingacuelite gir they 
offered me some snacks 
Which I hungrily ate! By then the 
‘TTE came over and started en- 
uiring around, as to who I was, 
burst into tears and started howling 
and screaming! 

Just then, my father who was thank- 
fully passing that way, recognized my 
sereams and came up to the TTE, After 
hurried explanations, he led me away, 
scolding me al the while, 

Totop itall, my mother was still en- 
grossed in that book, unaware of all the 
‘drama that had taken place! 

+ Harini Ramakrishnan, 
Std X, Sarvodaya Vidyalaya, 
‘Trivandrum 








A GOOD DEED! 


Ohne fine day, my mothertold me to 
buy two competition postcards from the 
postoffice, She gave mea 
new twenty rupee note. 

At the postoffice, the 
‘man gave me two postcards 
but forty rupees as change! 
Each card cost only *! 
Rs.5/-, The man had 
thought that I had given a 
fifty rupee note, and so 
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gave mea balance of Rs 40/-, For asplit 
second, I thought of keeping the money. 
But my conscience pricked me, Limme- 
diately gave back the forty ru- 
pees and asked for the cor- 
rect change, The man com- 
‘mended my honesty [felt 
| so proud, happy and re- 

| lieved! 
~ Tony Natung, 
Std 1X, KV. 
i=) Seijosa, 
‘Arunachal Pradesh 





SCARE! 


THE BRIGHT 
IDEA! 


Mycousinandt 
were alone at home, 
My mother and aunt 
had gone out shop- 
ping, We decided to 
build a tentto play in, We 
‘made one inthe garden, We took 
some bananas to eat but soon found that 
We'd forgotten to take the water jug. 
My cousin opened the tent o go out, 
buthe saw a big monkey siting outside! 
Hee immediately closed the opening! Soon 
a ‘crowd’ of ive monkeys hid assembled 
outside! We were terrified! 





P BRAVELY! 


‘This incident happened when I was 
much younger. twas a 
hot day in June, I was we 
going to my friend's ( 
birthday party, It was a 
lonely and dusty road. 
Suddenly the sky dark-  # 
ened and a dust storm 
came up. was caught 
inthe gustofhotairand 
sand. Lwalked towards 
the compound wall of a 
nearby field and sat 
down, [clung on othe 
present had got for my 








wa) 





Justthen, I gota bright idea! We threw 
the bananas we had, through the opening 
of the tent, as far away as we could! The 
‘monkeys rushed after them! 

‘We hurriedly came out of the tent, 
rushed into the house and quickly bolted 
the door! 


-Abha Managuli, 
Std V, 11S, Bangalore 





friend as I was scared that it would get 

blown away by the storm, 
1 sat there crying, afraid ofthe fierce- 
ness of the storm, 


. Eventually it stopped 
) and I went on to my 
ie friend's house, When 


Tretumed home, my 

parents praised me 

for facing up to the 

storm so bravely, all 
alone! 

~ Apoorva 

K. Iyengar, 

Std IX, 

M.WLSS., 

Mysore 


Hello Doctor! 
Framing your Body (Bone Care) 
continued from the October Issue... 


© T.S.Ramkumar, Madurai 
1am very fat. 
Will it affect the 
growth of my 
bones? 
Tt will not 
affect the 
growthof the 
bones but 
may give 
them extra 
load to 
carry, It may 
soon cause wear and 


ERCISE 






EX 


STRONG BONES! 


tear in the joints that form the basis of 
‘osteoarthritis i, painful joint. 

© P.Lavanya, Thane(W) 

What should we children do to 
avoid ailments like spondilitis and 
lower back problems? 

! Spondilitis is an inflammation of 
any of the spinal bones. It usually 
results from an injury, infection or 
incorrect posture. The following, 
are the best ways to prevent 
spondilitis: 1. Find out 
what causes your 
back or neck to 
ache.2. Acquire 
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3, 
ae 


Dr.G.Ganesan 
‘good postural habits, 3, Understand the 
importance of exercises in keeping your 
spinal bones fit. 4. Know the correct 
‘method of weight lifting. 5. Don'tallow 
‘more than one pillow to support your 
head and neck during sleep. 


© Y. Lata Nadar, Mumbai 

Do our bones become weak after 
the age of 30? But some old people 
are really strong. How? 

! About two-thirds of the bone tissue 
is mineral, mostly calcium, phosphate and 
carbonate, The rest is fibrous protein 
called collagen. An insufficient supply of 
calcium, phosphate or vitamin-D in the 

body causes a person's 
bones to become 
FO R weak. This condition in 
children is called 
rickets and in adults 
‘osteomalacia, Over- 
activity of the 


parathyroid hormone causes bones to 
soften. In old age, bones may lose their 
minerals and become porous, Porous 
‘bones are brittle and are easily broken, A 
regular habit of exercise strengthens the 
bones and hence some old people are 
‘strong. 


Next Topic: 
DIETANDNUTRITION 
Send in your 
‘questions to 
Dr. G. Ganesan, 
CloGokulam 
Za |Last date: 20.11.2003} 














ENTER THe Wor LD iF 





The fashion industry is 
experiencing a ‘Boom’ thanks to the 
Indian consumer becoming more 
{fashion conscious, If you are ready t0 
work late nights, putin hard work and 
work under pressure to meet deadlines 
{forashare in the glamour and spotlight, 
then you are probably the right person 
to be a part of the fashion indust 

Fashion designing involves the 
designing, fabrication and marketing 
of clothes and accessories that are 
trendy, Fashion designing is alot more 
than sketching a pattern on a piece of 
paper, It requires imagination: being 
creative, coupled with a keen sense of 
observation to follow the current trends 
and to predict future trends 





A career in fashion designing 


Asa fashion designer you can find 
employment with textile manufacturers, 


SHON... 


{garment export houses, fashion show 
‘organizers, fashion magazines or you can 
set outto be an entrepreneur! You could 
specialize in women’s wear, men’s Wear, 
Jewelry designing, accessories ete, You 
‘could workin any ofthe following areas: 


The Designer or The Creator 


Designers can hold various positions 
in garment companies or export houses 
and are responsible for creating new styles 
of clothing and accessories, 

‘Theprocess begins with the generation 
of the idea, which is translated on paper. 
‘The pattern is cut out on rough material 
and the pieces are stitched together and 
fined on amodel. Necessary modifications 
are made, The fabric is chosen and the 
final creation is made with the chosen 
fabric. 

Simple, though it sounds, the 
process calls for analyzing the different 





fabrics and 
patterns 
keeping in 
mind what 
would suit the 
final design 
and — the 
changing 
trends. 





The Merchandiser 
‘A merchandiser coordinates between the 
needs of the buyer und the designer, being 
involvedinevery stage of the process from 
design to sales. Merchandisers therefore 
require both an eye for design as well as 
knowledge about the market. 

The Fashion Coordinator 

‘A fashion coordinator coordinates with 
the buyers to decide on the fabric, colour 
and design of the product, ensures that 
the material is as per the specification of 
the buyer and oversees the day-to-day 
progress. 

The Textile Designer 





A textile designer requires knowledge 
of the process of dyeing and weaving as 
Well as designing and printing methods, 
information regarding quality and 
ayailability of yarns, product range and. 
fashion and design trends. 


The Accessories Designer 


Accessories could be jewelry, bags, 
shoes, belts, ete, This field requires 
specialized training in the chosen material 
andtechnology. 


The Right Fit 


Visual imagination, creative skills, a 
sense of colour and eye for detail are 
among the essential requisites fora career 
in fashion design, Other skills required 
include an interest in fashion designing, 
self-confidence, ability todeal with people 
and good communication skills, 

‘A working knowledge of computers 
and applications specific to fashion is 
‘important, a much of the designing done 
today is computer-aided. 


Institutes and Courses 


‘Among the most sought-after design 
schools is the National Institute of 
Fashion Technology ( NIFT) with 
centres in New Delhi, Kolkata, 
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Chennai, Mumbai 
and Gandhinagar and the National 
Institute of Design (NID). 


Next month: 
BIOTECHNOLOGY 
Feedback to 
gokulam@careersindia.com 








BRAINY DOLPHIN! 








Some scientists consider the dolphin to be even more 
inteligent than the chimpanzee. 


= J Calvin Chris Benjamin 
‘StdVil, Zion MatH.S.S. 
Chennai. 
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IL. If Mitoo the mouse 
has to reach the 
cheese without any 
mishaps, which way 
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‘Once upon a time, a quarrel ensued between the 
|_ serpent King Vasuki and the wind God Vayu. 


way. Iam the most 


THE 
BIRTH OF 
LANKA 


Story and Illustrations’ 


Venu Variath 


T have got the power 
to blow away huge 
mountains! 
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‘So arrogant was he that he entwined all the nearby 
‘mountains too, 























Caught in the power of Vayu's 
strength and fierceness, the entire 
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The Gods approached Lord Vishnu 
and narrated their woes, 


‘Oh Lord! Yous 
nust help us, 


S 


» Se LG 
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Right! To begin 
with, I will remove 
one of my coils, 








‘As Vasuki removed the coil around Mount Trikoota, adjacent to Mount Mahameru.| 
uu decided to prove his strength and made best use of the opportunity. 














Mount Trikoota, blown over by Vayu, On the visible portion of Mount 

hovered in the air, fll into the sea, at_| | Trikoota, Vishwakarma built a great 

the southern - most tip of Bharat and | | city. According to ancient texts, this 
remained half - submerged, ‘was the way Lanka was born, 
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Quizomania 





pooet'tane NAS 
THE FORCE BE: 
With) YOU? 


movie series Star 
Wars wasn't just a 
fad of the sixties. 
Using the simple 
scheme of going 
back in time, rather 
than continuing the original series, 
Lucas has ensured the continuing 
popularity of the legendary trilogy 
Episodes I and Il, which go back o the 
origin of the war that forms the theme 
of the original trilogy, have both been 
Iuige successes, and why not, Both 
movies have had excitement and 
action, and, have course, weird 
monsters that inhabit weird planets! 









A lot of people 
will still swear 
pisodes IV, V 
and VI". The plots 
in those movies 
were far better, 
and the charac- 
ter 

brooks no 


tion 





comparison 

with the recent 
series. ‘Episodes 

Land I however 
have the advantage 
of digital effects. 
Where they have 
lost out on dialogue, 
they have made up 
with better-looking 
planes and weapons, 


stranger looking monsters, 
and breathtaking bac 
drops 





But t0 successfully answer all the 
questions in this quiz, you have to 
know both the original series as well 
as the new one. Maybe you can get 
your Dad or your Mom ta help you out! 
Best of luck! 

1, When does Star Wars take pla 
A. Four score and seven years ago 
B. The distant future 
C. The not-so-distant future 
D. Alongtimeago 











‘Abhinav Ramnarayan 
2, Whatis the name of the lifeforms that 8 Whois the actor who plays Anakin in 

















embody "The Force"? Episodes land Ill? 
A. Ewoks A. Leonardo DiCaprio 
B. Midichlorians B. lan McDiarmid 
C. Wookies C.Jake Loyd 
D. The Sith D. Hayden 
rn a | 
3. Who trained Obi-Wan Kenobi? \ 
A. Luke Skywalker 9. Who originally 
B, Qui-Gon Jinn assembled the 
CC. Mace Windu C3PO droid? 
D. Yaddle A. Luke , 
Skywalker 
4. The Republic isrepresentedandholds —B. Anakin 
power on the planet of Tatooine. Skywalker 
TRUE OR FALSE c. R2D2 
D. None of the 
5. Whatis Han Solo’s home planet? above 
A. Naboo ‘ 
B.Endor { 10. n Episodes 
C. Akbar IV, V and VI, 
D, Corellia ww Luke Skywalker 
bat is one of two 
6. When fleeing from Imperial people who have 
Ships through an asteriod the power to become a Jedi 
shower, where does Han Knight. Whois the other? 
A. Hans Solo 
B. Chewbac 
B, Echo Base C. Princess Leia 
C.Bespin D. R2D2 
D. Jundland Wastes 
7. What becomes of Yoda 
afterthe rise ofthe evil Darth DIET ssomutg OT ZayTEANKYS 
Vader? uppoUy 6 uasuaistD UapAEHTR 
A. Tums tothe Dark Side yuay @ sowos9g', Bn]s 
B. Becomes a hermit aoeds v9 niyjavog’s asjed “p 
Starts a family up-to andy ¢ suEUOLYNPY'Z 
D. Trains Han Solo o8e aun Suopy"| esuy 
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Sameer was lying full length on 
the soft sands ofa beach in Goa. He 
was 12-year-old boy from Mumbai 
and an avid reader of books and 
magazines. For the lat half an hour 
he had been trying to think ofa good 
story to write forhis favourite maga- 
zine. An original idea that he was seeking 
for hisstory eluded him. Every theme and 
plot thathe thought of seemed to be very 
similar to those he had read. The blazing 
sun at last got the better of him and he 
walked up toa cluster of rocks between 
\hich he could find the much-needed shel- 
ter 

Sameerhad come stay with his cousin 
in Goa but unfortunately his Uncle and 
‘cousin were sick and his Aunt was busy 
nursing them. 
sown devices, here he was 
racking his brains forastory! 

Suddenly, Sameer heard footsteps on 
therocks above him, He strained his ears 










Story 


A THRILLING 
ADVENTURE! 


and could hear two people talking inhushed 
tones. Silently, his curiosity getting the 
better of him, he slid out wanting to geta 
glimpse of those men. One was a heavily 
builtman with arough thick neck. The other 
was thin but strong. 

““Boka, you have to be near the base- 
ment of Joy Stores,” said the hefty man. 
“We shall do it when there is.a discount 
sale" he continued. 

“Make sure you place the bomb in 
a: 

“Bomb!” Sameer almost shouted. He 
‘would have been in trouble had he notcon- 
trolled himself! But in those few moments 
‘of shock, he lost outon the rest ofthe con- 
versation that followed. Sameer could not 
believe it! He had chanced upon a part of 
a gang, which was playing havoc withthe 
normal life of innocent citizens of Indial 

Sameer waited till the two men left. 
He then slipped out from behind the rocks 


and rushed tohis aunt's house. 

“Lwant to tell you something impor- 
tant!” should Sameer excitedly, as Aunt 
‘Sheetal hushed him to speak softly, 

“Thatrough - necked hefty isa villain- 
worse than Voldemort and he is planning 
tw plant a bomb in a certain Joy Stores!” 
he told his Uncle Prakash and Aunt 
Sheetal! 

"You are notimagining things, are you?" 
asked cousin Meena, skeptically looking at 
him, 

Sameer replied indignantly, “Ofcourse 
not! wish it weren't true, but itis.” 

“Joy Stores!” exclaimed Uncle Prakash, 
“Iv'sa very popular toy store! We've got 
to stop them!” 

“When are they planning to do this?” 
asked Aunt Sheetal 

“When the discount sale ison.. 

‘or so T heard” said Sameer, 
read about the discount 
sale in an advertisement in 
the newspaper a few days 
ago..." said Meena, dash- 

ing off to check out old 
newspapers 

“Here! The discount 
sale ison from 21st April 
to 27th April!” said 
Meena. 

“It’s 19% April 
today.We must do 
something.t will call 
Inspector D'Souza to- 
night and tll him every- 
thing,” said Uncle 
Prakash, 








Thatevening, Uncle 
Prakash and Meena, 
ness forgotten, met with 
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Mr D'Souza and Sameer to discuss the 
matter. 

Mr. D'Souza heard Sameer out and 
took the matter seriously. He promised that 
the police would do everything in their 
Power to avert any possible tragedy, He 
also asked for their help, which they will- 
ingly agreed to give, 

“Lill get my team ready”, said Mr 
D'Souza. “Please come to the police sta- 
tion tomorrow morning and we will decide 
‘what needs to be done.” 

‘The next morning Sameer, Meena ind 
Uncle Prakash met Mr. D'Souza at the 













‘The lice constable in D'Souza'steam, 
came in with the ground plan of the mar- 
ket place around Joy Stores. 

“Did they not talk about the date oftheir 

Sameer?” asked the constable 
0, Sir!” replied Sameer. 

“We cannot take any chances, folks Let 
usbe on the alert right away, until the dis- 
‘count sale ends. We have to aver this trag- 
edy!” said Mr D'Souza. 

“The Bomb-diffusing experts have 
‘been called sr,” informed the constable. 

“We will postion ourmenin plain clothes. 
all around the complex, inside the shop and 
‘on the road outside. This way, no one can 


ph 
















take us unawares, and we will be able to 
keep a watch on whoever comes in to the 
complex also,” said Mr. D'Souza, spread- 
ing outthe map and beckoning his team of 
ten policemen tohis table. 

“Sameer and Meena, being kids, can 
goin nd outof the shop, without raising 
any suspicion,” continued Mr D'Souza. 
So, during this week you will be needed. 
‘Are you prepared?” 

‘Sameer and Meena were only t00 ea- 
‘gerto confirm their participation inthe hunt! 
Nothing in the world would have deterred 
them just then! 

“We will need a walkie -talkie to keep 
intouch with the children, so put one into 
doll and give itto Meena,” Mr. D'Souza 

instructed his team, 


Thwasthe moming of April2ist, 
‘and the plainclothes policemen were 
patrolling in and around the shop- 
ping center and Joy Stores. 
‘Sameer and Meena went into Joy 

Stores and started looking 

around. It was a good sized 
shop with lots of toys. The two 
children hung around, exam- 
ining the toys and pretending 
to be interested. They were 
bursting with excitementand 

fear too! 
‘Nothing untoward hap- 
‘pened on the first three days. 
The children met with Mr 
D’Souzaand his team atthe 
end of each day. The children 
started getting bored as they 
found waiting forthe gangsters 
tobe nabbed, notsoexcting after 

an 

(On the fourth day, Meena saw a 
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hefty, well dressed, bearded man wearing 
ssun- glasses and a dark brown coat walk- 
ing into Joy Stores! She at once, asked 
‘Sameer if he recognized him, but since 
Sameer had not seen the gangster's face, 
he couldn’t positively identify him, 

“Lam sure it must be him”, whispered 
Meena excitedly, “See, he has come alone 
ands just looking around. He doesn’t seem 
tobe interested in buying any toys.” 


Just then, a shabbily dressed man 
came in with a doll, which he gave tothe 
attendant, “Please repair this dol, I's my 
child's and she has been erying fr itsince 
yesterday," he said 

“Only after the sale is over," said the 
‘atendant, roughly. "Butyoucan giveitand 
come back for itaftera week.” 

“Thank you, kind sie" replied the shab- 
bily dressed man, moving away quickly. He 
went towards the well dressed man, and 


stood talking to him in a comer. 
“Look, Meena, that shabbily dressec 
‘man must surely be Boka, the thin man at 
the beach," Sameer almost shouted in great 
excitement. 
Meena at once called up Mr D'Souza 
con the walkie-talkie and told him every- 








jood work, Meena,” said Mr. 
D'Souza. “That doll could contain the 
‘bomb. 1 will send the bomb - diffusion ex- 
perts there along with my men. You too 
's 





“Yes, Mr. D'Souza, we will go home 
right away,” said Meena reluctantly, 

The children came home and could 
hardly contain their excitement! 

Meanwhile, there was a lot happening 
at the toyshop! The customers had been 
politely asked to vacate the shop while the 
bomb-diffusion squad quickly slipped in. 
Plain-clothes men followed the well 
dressed man and the shabby man and 
‘caught them! The bomb hidden inthe doll 
given for repair, was successfully 
diffused. 

‘When Sameer and Meena heard these 
details later from Mr. D'Souza, they were 
so excited! Sameer who had wanted to 
write a story, figured in a real life adven- 
ture with himself asthe hero!! 

- Supriya G Mavinkurve 
Std IX, St. Anne’s HS 
Mumbai 














Cats spend 16 hours of the day sleeping. They are 
‘awake for only one - third oftheir lives! 


Std X, Bal Bharti Public School, Ghaziabad 


SLEEPY - CATS! 


-Vartika Joshi 

















Poems 





Taner A\QAMIOR 





King, Queen and the 
rest of the troop. 
Standing in order, 
Ready tofight, 
Ifthey have to kill, 
Will do so with all their 
might. 
Look, the warhas begun, A es 
Bishop and Horse fighting in the sun. IT wish totell you my friend, 
Help! Help! cries the Rook, Isthat Chess is game of intelligence, 
T'vebeen comeredby therival troop. Wheremany lve andiefortheirking, 
After sacrificing their kth and kin, 
‘The King’s been checkmated for sure, 
After many sacrifices, victory will be ~Kanchana.K. Baradhwaj 
py Std Vi, 
Hurrah! Hurrah! shout the Whites, Apeejay School, 


Blacks have lostin the face of oursheer Manbal 


aan MEW ORK 


Homework! Homework! Home 










% 4 Andee happy and gay! 
be - Supriya Padmanabl 
‘Teachers think students haveno work. Sa VII Menace, 
‘Sometimes English, sometimes Maths, " Gujarat 
For which we often miss acricket 
match! 


Homework! Homework! Home 
work! 

Every one thinks we have no work. 

‘We can’t play or be merry, 

Or leisurely watch Tom & Jerry. 

Genie, Genie, Just come fora day, 

Giveus free timeto play 




















Case file - 5 
“Stop, thief,” cried Rajesh, as a 
young man snatched his yellow cloth bag 
and ran away. He stood shell-shocked for 
aminute and then as he collected his wits, 
saw that there was no one in sight, The 
road was deserted, it being late at night. 
Ramshekar was called on the scene, 
Rajesh was very upset. “Please tell me 
exactly what happened,” requested 
Ramshekar. 


ST was returning from my sister's 
house. I was carrying the gold jewels I 
hhad lent her previously, in yellow cloth 
bag. Suddenly, a man came up from be- 
hind and snatched my bag. He vanished 
before I could realize what was happen- 
ing,” said.a baffled Rajesh, 

"Why did you carry the jew- 
elsinactoth bag? Youcouldhave 
taken abriefease instead!” asked 
Ramshekar, 

“thought carrying costly items in an 
ordinary, old cloth bag would not attract 
thieves,” replied Rajesh, "So much for my 
clevemess,"he concluded bitterly. 

“Then, there is every possibility thatthe 
culprit knew you were carrying jewels 
with you," exclaimed Ramshekar, "Did 
you inform anybody about yourintention 
to getthe jewels from yoursister?” 

Rajesh recollected what had happened 
earlier that day. 

oo 


Wiiite starting out to his sister's 
house, Rajesh had forgotten to mention 
0 to his wife. Hence, as he stood open- 
ing the gate of his house, his wife Kavita 
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called out to him from the front door of 
theirhouse, 

“Where are you going at this hour?” 
she asked, 


Risjesh hesitated. He had told her 
umpteen times not to ask him where he 
‘was going. He was rather superstitious 
bout such things, His grandmother had 
impressed upon him that such a question 
asked tothe person leaving the house was 
inauspicious and that would make the 
journey unfruitful. 

But that day as Kavita asked the ques- 
tion, he felt compelled to answer, 

Itbeing a festival day, devotional songs 
‘were being played at a nearby temple. 
Loud speakers were blaring away, deaf- 


BAFFLING 








GSS. 





ening everyone inthe neighbourhood! 

“This isthe only time ever be grate- 
ful tothese loudspeakers,” thought Rajesh 
amusedly as he replied to Kavita, in a 
moderately high tone. 

“Tomy sister's house. will bring back 
the jewelsshe borrowed fromus,"he sid, 

But the very next minute, hecouldhave 
bitten off his tongue, ashe felt he'd given 
away toomuch information. Hecould have 
{ust stopped with telling Kavithahis des- 
tiation 


Rigjesh hurriedly tured around to 
‘make sure no one had been standing too 
neearto have heard what he had just said. 

Mani, deaf and unemployed youth, 
standing nearby was looking straight at 


ROBBERY 


Rajesh, 

At a nearby electrical shop, 
Rangarajan was busy repairing a tape ~ 
recorder. 

Swami, a road-side toy maker and 
seller was busy making atoy. 

Rohit, a notorious thief, who had al- 
ready been to jail, atleast on three earlier 
occasions, was standing a litle distance 
away. 


Rajesh was perturbed. Had any one 
of these people heard what he had told 
his wife? Rajesh was relieved when his 
Wife shouted back to him, 

“Inall this din, I could not hear what 


you said, Please repeat.” 
If Kavitha, standing three feet away 
from him had not heard what he had sai, 
then surely noone else could have! 
Rajesh, therefore,left 
witha lightened heart, not 
bothering o repeat himself 








M7 fé| 


Rarnshekar fell deep in thought, mull- 
ing overall the information Rajesh had told 
fim. 

“T would list as my suspects the four 
men you saw around your house,” suid 
Ramshekar with aconfident air of assur- 
ance, “And, if my deductions ure right, 
also know who the culprit is!" 

Who do you think is the culprit? 
See if your answer matches that of 
the detective Ramshekar's. Don't 
forget to give the reason for your 
suspicion! 

‘To check your answer turn to 
page 53. 
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“Water, water every 
where, but not a drop to 
rink... "this well-known line 
could be the prediction for the 
coming years, 


‘As wo all nave read, three- 
fourth of the earth is occupied 
by water, However, on} 
of this is freshwater, available 
in the form of rivers, ground 


water, snow and ice, and the 
rest 97.5% be 
ter. Even out of this 2, 
freshwater, about 69% is in 
the form of ice and permanent 
Fon mountain tops, 

or stored deep underneath in 
the form of aquifers/basins, 
tc, Thus, the actual total us 
able freshwater supply to the 
ecosystem and humans is 
hardly 1% of all freshwater, 
and only 0.01% of all the 
ter on eartht 

Considering this crucial 
factor, the United Nations had 








declared the year 2008 as the “Interna 
tional Year of Freshwater.” 

This dectaration by the United Nations 
‘was to help highlight wo inter-related ob- 
jectives - promoting understanding and 
‘cooperation at the global level, and in- 
creasing the awareness about freshva- 
ter at the national and local levels, 

During the Year of Freshwater, efforts 
have been taken to increase awareness 
among the users about the value of 
freshwater, its conservation and efficient 
use, preservation of quality and its eco: 
system, and augmenting the resources. 

It we turn the pages of history, we can 
see that civilizations have prospered on 
the banks of rivers, Even in this modern 
world, many cities derive their suste- 
nance from rivers, However, with the 
ever-increasing population and eve 
ing living standards, the demand for 
freshwater has also increased sharply, 
whereas the availability of freshwater is 
limited, Rather, with man-made pollution, 
the availability of freshwater has actually 
dipped. It is strange that even though we 








in India venerate our rivers, we have 
polluted them to a very great extent 
‘And, with the planet's population pro- 
jected to touch 8 billion by 2025, it 
willbe an alarming situation, 


Fresh water has so far been taken 
for granted and as infinite (unlimited) 
Tho above statistics should strike us 
that freshwater on earth is very lim: 
ited, Therefore, though water sustains 
if, the time now is for us to sustain 
the availabilty of freshwater. 

Though this Year of Freshwater= 
2003 |s coming to an end, let us all 
resolve to work in the coming years, 
to augment water conservation and 
minimise the use offeshwater. Letus 
resolve not to waste this scarce re- 
source! 

Source ~ 





1.8 
+B, Mukundh, Std X, 
K.P.C.M.8.S. School, Chennai 
OF CONSERVING 
WATER 


Water conservation iscertainly the 





WAY 





‘most important need of the hour. Though Rain water harvesting has started gaining 

importance in India and is being implemented in almost all the states, we have to 

simultaneously leam and work towards conserving the water which we have st present. 
Given below are some do's and don'ts which all of uscan implement at home... 





Don't 
Dont ket the tap run when you brush 


your teeth 





Don't take long shower baths. 





3, nies Pe Aaa Dont open the taps at fll speed 





Dorit keep the water supply to the 
‘washing machine on when notin use, 
Dorit use bg sized pans for cooking 
small amounts of food. 





food in as fits water as Don't wash, peel or clean vegetables 


itprevents loss of nuients, | under runing water. 
Dorit use a hose to clean the car, 
bakony or pathways. 


Don't fertilise the lawn in summer, 
because this increases its demand for 
water. 





Dont allow leaks to develop in hoses, 
and taps. 












-K. Harikrishnan, Std.VII1, 
A.V.Rm.¥, Mat. H.S. School, Ambasamudram 








‘SHARP EARS! 








A\ tox’ ears are so sensitive that it can hear a 

worm wriggling on the other side of a field! 

le = RV.Ram Kumar 
Thiruchengode 

















“Thad another dream last night, a 
bad one,” said eleven year old Sathya, 
‘who was in afoul mood that morning, 

“Don't be silly, Sathya,” rebuked his 
pragmatic father, Ram, 

“Occurrence of dreams signifies a 
0d, healthy body. Atleast experts say 
so!” he said smiling at the sulky Sathya. 
“Anyway, what was it today?” he asked, 
“A cowboy or a cannibal?” 

“Zulus!” replied Sathya, crypt 
cally. “They were posed to ~ 
strike at me with a spear.” 
He gestured dramati- 
cally. “The chief was a 
huge black woman with 
a cruel look! She was 
wearing a large piece of 
uncut diamond over her 
forehead!” \ 

“You know that the read- \\"_ 
ing of racy, violent novels al- 
ways makes you dream 
tke that” his father re- 
marked. “Now get 
ready and go to 
school. Its getting 
tate,” he said, send- 
ing Sathya away to 
his room, 


These 
kind of odd 
dreams were regular for Sathya. Every- 
day he dreamt about cowboys, dacoits 
‘or cannibals trying to torture him, 

Now, Sathya had a cose friend in 
Sameer, his class mate, who believed to- 
tally in Sathya's dreams, During their free 
time in school, Sathya would narrate his 
dreams to Sameer. Then, both of them 


[ 











A ZULUENCOUNTEN === 


- Story 
would animatedly discuss the 


dreams! 


That day was especially boring, so, 
Sameer and Sathya were excitedly talk 
ing about the Zlutribes, during thelr his- 
tory class. 

“What if they burst into this room and 
point their spear at you," asked Sameer 

looking at Sathya fearful 

a "Don't worry, Sameer! 

1) will fight them,” said 

{) Sata, bravely! 

if) *Thave read al about 
<s)the Zulu tribes, They re 

7 spect brave men, And we 
Al are brave, aren't we, 
Sameer,” said Sathya, 

"If de fighting them,” 
continued Sathya, "you 
will take them up, won't 
you? You're my second 
mate, you know!” 

“Yes, | will, Sathya!” re- 

plied Sameer, putting up 

) a brave face, 


“A 
ind before you 
both die, wll you be 
kind enough to 
submit your 


The speaker 
as Mrs. Bannerjee, their history teacher 
Tall, dark and stout, she wore thick 
lasses, which shone like diamonds and 
‘now she was posturing to strike at Sathya 
with her cane! 

-M, Matangi, Std Xi, 
Sri Jayendra Mat, H.S.S., Trichy 
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Sudhir here. I've been i 
this room fora week 


now... 

















Shall we search in the 
forest once more and.. 











= forthat medicine man? 


) 
Meanwhile, | 
Sudhir and his 
accomplice were 
struggling, 






Jam your boss, 
mind you! 











‘Once he’s completely 
ypnotised we can gethim, 
todo what we want, 





Meanwhile in a deserted bunglow 
inthe outskirts ofthe city- 
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Youidiots! You've let the whole 
thing slip by! must know the 
secret formula, 


Shutup! Why would Sudhir 
kidnap the old man then? 


Absolutely! It’s clear some others 


Idon’tthinkit’s 
that important, 
Boss! 






are also after the scientist. 










Itisalso fishy! We 
must be careful 











Bill and Vikram got ready to leave. 







Call meif you 
need anything, 








Just then, Uncle Akash’s jeep 
whizzed past - 


Look, the same Jeep! 
There they go. Let’s follow 
them! 
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Quick, hop on! Maybe 
they'll lead us tothe old 
man! 
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Grandma Worm: 








Dear 
Grandma worm, 
Tam interested in 
= Mp | literary pursuits, tke 
writing poems and 
stories, Ihave come 
to know that ll TV 
serials are based on T.R.P. Please let me 
know more about this TR.P. so that I can 
start writing along serial 
- Ravishankar, 
Korukonda 

















Dear Ravi, 
T haven't the faintest idea what 
TRP.isand I don't want to know: What 
Ido know is that any story writer to 
satisfy a particular formula cannot be 
literary work. If you are interested in 
producing literature, you 
must read ancient as well 
as modern literature: not 
Just pulp fiction. You must also ob 
serve life and the fascinating twists 
and turns it takes. You should study 
various real life characters and think 
about the reasons for their behaviour 
or eccentricities, You must 
also have a good com: 
‘mand over the lan- 
guage in which you 
wish to write, All 
these are not easy 
but essential if you 
want to be recog- 
nized asa literary 
figure. Itwill take 
@ long time and 
very hard work 
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before you are 
able to achieve 
something in 
that field. 

Tam four- 
teenand many in 
my family think 
that am spend- 
ing more time in 
front ofthe mir- 
rorthananything 
else. They say 
that this is af- 
fecting my stud- 
ies. But don’t thinkso. Do you have any 
suggestions? 





-G.Supriya, Mumbai 


OWL ASA PET A BAL 


Dear Supriya, 
Any person irrespective of their age 
must look trim and neat. Clean, well 
pressed clothes, well groomed hair, a 
touch of talcum powder on the face and 
neck are all that is required. 

s ofcourse can spend a 
couple of more minutes in 
front of the mirror using 
an eyebrow pencil or 
sticker thilak. More 
than this is not neces- 
sary and is a waste of 
time. Heavy make up 

is for older people to 
make them look 








younger. For boys and girls their radi- 
‘ant youth and healthy glow is more im- 
portant. So, do spend some time before 
the mirror but don't over do it, You are 
your own judlge in this matter 
one 
Isit true that keeping an owl asa pet 
iat home is a bad omen? 
+ Ninad D, Kamble, Mumbai 


Dear Ninad, 

To be very frank, I do not believe in 
Omens, I believe in God, and that God 
will guide us to lead a honest and peace- 





Sul life. But 1 also respect the feelings 
‘of people who do believe in omens, aus- 
picious hours, horoscopes ete. So, while 
1 do not object to your having an owl 
as a pet, I would also request you to 
respect the feelings of others in the fam- 
ily. Moreover, rearing an owl as a pet 
isnot easy, since we do not know much 
about looking after them. Our pet dog 
can be taken to a veterinarian if need 
arises but I doubt very much ifany vet 
can help us regarding an owl! 

help everyone who comes to me but 
people seem to think Tam selfish. They 








keep telling me this. I fee! bad. Please 
guideme, 
-R. Satyaprakash, Hubli 


Dear Satya, 

Obviously you don't want t0 be 
known as a selfish person, That itself 
isa good beginning. You have said that 
you help people who come to you. An 
unselfish person should not wait for 
someone to come and seek help. He 
‘must help without being asked - volun 
tarily, When you do a favour to some- 
‘one, ask yourself this question: “Am I 
expecting something in return for 
this?” If the answer is ‘yes" then you 
are a selfish person. Get over this atti- 
tude and start helping for the sake of 
love and friendship. You will soon be 
known as the kindest person among 
your friends and relatives. 

Love, 
Grandma worm 
Caso Fle 5 
A Battling Robbery 

Logic behind the case on page - 42-43, 
Outot the four only Mani'saw what Rajesh sald 
tos wif. As forthe others, would have been 
Gifctioheariminthe ci, Since dea people ae 
trained ati reacng,Ramshekar ferred hat Mani 

coudbe the cpt 
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Puzzle Pages 


‘Your friend has presented you a 
seven minute sand glass and a eleven 
‘minute sand glass. Using only these sand 
‘lasses stimer, how will you boil an 
egg forexactly 15 minutes? 

=M.Vinodh 
Sankarankovil 


‘smut 
S1-= +11 08 soinue p 30) ns 01 
‘uu Syma uaa i UaAUY son 
tara any pom up aut 
{>a -in0 sunt sown aus 7 29) vay 
1. If aman has 10 sons and each son 2) 1] s3yy 11 weiss "no suns JBM 

hasa sister,how many children does >wituan2soxuusqw semua JAY oq 








bepocrtes (1 #85 nd pu sown 9 oq URIs 
- Smitha Vrath ELAS 
Std VIII, K.V.L.Uppal, 
mr RACK Y 
2, What does a cat have that no other 
animal has? 
3. Which drivercan never be arrested for 7: What do youcallabig ant? 
speeding? 8. was walking down the streetone day, 
when I met my uncle, Thad never met 
4 Mihy ea stupid oy like the Amazon him before, not even seen his photo- 
langle? * ha 2 #Phnorheardhis voice. Then, how 
-B. Prathil ? 
Std VIN, Indira Priyadarshini “4! "=eognize! ger tual 
Gets High School Bengals ‘Std XI, UCPUC, Bangalore 


5. What games do mooses play atbith- 9, Whichisthe laziest mountain? 
ay partes? 
day parties? 10, How will you make seven even? 


6. Why does the cow give milk? A.Nimalan Prakash 
-R.Muruganantham Std VIII, St. James MatLH.S.S, 
Std IX, S.K. Patil School, Mumbai ‘Trichy 


ona pow aus yo Rare Agr (91-499) 0809 
sm eosap soapy Sur 2a Ay 68,8 VL a ON WMO 

uss ust ays 5ne328°9 SHG TE-SOOHA"S [UP HOG ATE KGL f DALAL NBIC 
ion sBs spa ua Jo Moe Ene a0 a asTH3Oq "UDA T 


SaaMSNY 
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‘DIWAL! SPECIAL’ CROSSWORD! 


Fillin the blanks and solve this was celebrated with joy when Lord 
‘Diwali Special’ Crossword! _-_(2)retumed to Ayodhya after 14 
years of exile. Inthe evening we worship 
Diwali isa festival of___(8) Goddess (3). Itisa very happy 
Itarrivesonanew__day(10) day forus, 
On this day, __(9) are tit and -PR. Sindhuja, Std VIL, 
(4)are distributedtofriendsand National Public School, Bangalore 
and (6). We wear new _ 
(6)onDiwali, We 
also burst (), 
that create a lot of x 
(7) and pollution. 
People believe that Diwali 


BRAINS! 
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— Parent Page 


REFRESH YOURSELF! 


EXCLUSIVELY FOR PARENTS! With more and more emphasis today 
Dist Pararse: ‘on academics, marks and performing well 
We would like to hear from parents in exams, hobbies seem to have been 

of young readers too. Please do write in forgotten forever. 
your views / articles A hobby is something you enjoy 
of special interest to doing. Ithelps you unwind, relax and 
children, We would sia s 
5 get back to work with aclear mind, 
like to have a ‘parent ities fave Tee casi 
page’ exclusively for y 1 Heh speed tel 
ron hobby, why not take time torevive it? 
Search for that stamp album and add 
toyour collection, You may want to 
startoffona new venture 
Tam not much of an outdoor 
person myself. Asachild {had spent 
‘mostof my ime indoors with dolls and 
books. A few years back I started 
walking. These few minutes enrich 
my day. enjoy the breeze _on my 
face, admire the clouds, the twitter- 
ing of the birds and the colourful 
flowers. 













Here are a few suggestions to 
start you off into the exciting world 
of hobbies’. 
Photography @ Gardening @ Waiting 
‘©Painsing and drawing @ Roller-skat- 
ing © Craft from waste @ Stamp col- 
lection @ Coin collection 

Thislistisendles.Ifyouhave sug- 
gestions or experiences with regard 
to new, interesting and innovative hob- 
bies, share it with others at Golam. 

-Shoba R. Singh 
‘Chennai 











Name: T- Indra Priyanka 

Age: 14 

‘Address: Ist floor,21, North Laxmi 
Puram, Karur -639 001 

Hobbies: Painting, drawing, cook- 
ing, reading books, playing badminton, 


Name: Vamshi Raman 
Age: 14 
‘Address : My home glory Apis, 
South block - flat No.408. 
Masab Tank, 
Hyderabad - 500028 
Hobbies : Reading 
books, playing basket- 
ball, watching television, 


Name: D.Subha 

Age: 14 

‘Address : Door No.12, Plot No.124, 

40 feet road, Laxmi Nagar, 

Porur, Chennai 600 116 

Hobbies : Listening tomusic, playing 
cchess and badminton, reading books, 
‘dancing and painting 


Name: Tilak Paldano 
Age: 16 
Address : 35, Manal Street, 
‘Tuticorin -628 001 
Hobbies Listening to music, collect- 
ing stamps and painting, 


Name: Babitha 

‘Age: 13 

Address: No.27, Kankalayain, 1Vth 
Main, K.R, Garden, Murugeshpata 
Bangalore - 560017 

Hobbies: Reading novels, playing bas- 
ket ball, surfing the net, acting and dane- 
ing 











WRITE TO ME! 


Penpals 








=— 


Name : Rajashree S, Kambli 

Age: 14 

‘Address : B-7, Pooja Park, Opposite 

CChintamani Nagar, Bibvewadi, 

Pune - 411 037 

Hobbies : Reading books, making 
friends, collecting stamps, playing football 
and listening to music. 

Name : A. Sangeetha 

Age: 18 

Address ; Flat No.7, I Floor, 
Annapooma Apartments, Bharathi Park 
Cross Road No.1, Coimbatore -641 011 

Hobbies : Reading books, making 
friends, watching television, 

Name: S. Sindhu 

Age: 12 

Address : HIG.9, 1st cross, 

IstMain RM.Vextension, 2nd stage, 

Bangalore - 560094 

Hobbies : Drawing, painting, playing 
badminton and basketball, surfinginternet, 
reading comics, novels and magazines and 
making friends, 





November 2003 57 





Story 
Some of the incidents that 
aceur in this story relate to the 
experience of my cousin brother 
who was a good cricketer, He met 
with an accident and now cannot play 
cricket for the rest of his life. But his 
‘mother encouraged him and he is now 
doing kis Chartered Accountancy. Ths 
story is dedicated to him, - Praveen 








A TRIUMPH 


I was a bubbly, studious and 
intelligent young boy. My life's 
passion was cricket and to top it all, 
I was the school team’s captain! I 
still have the cups and shields that 
I won in inter-school tournaments, 

I vividly remember that day, 
17" April, when the worst 
happened to me. It was 9:30AM and 
Iwas rushing down the road dressed 
in white, carrying my kit, I was 
confident and determined about 
winning the final match that day. 
With an urge to get to the venue 
on time, I began to run, é 








OF SPIRIT 


T had hardly taken two steps 
while crossing the road, when I felt 
a hard blow on my left. I fell down 
semi-conscious. I couldn't move 








my hands or legs. Soon everything 
became dark in front of me. 

When I regained consciousness, 
Isaw myself in hospital. My mother 
was sitting beside me, weeping. I 
removed my blanket and tried to get 
up. My heart almost stopped 







beating when I saw the 
sight. My left leg had been 
‘amputated below the knee. I felt 
paralyzed! 

“You can never play cricket 
again”, I heard my inner voice 


telling me. Tears rolled down my 
cheeks, Suddenly, I felt a prick in 
my arm and saw the doctor standing 
in front of me. I was given an 
injection. I felt dizzy. 


Once again, as I regained 
consciousness, I saw my parents 
sitting beside me. My mother 
looked brave with a smile on her 
lips. My parents consoled me. They 
told me to be brave. I felt more 

confident. My mother gave me a 
notebook and pen and advised me 
to waite 

I started writing, First I wrote 
little jokes and then poems. I was 
discharged from the hospital, 
nearly six weeks after the accident, 
I was given an artificial leg and 1 
started walking. I soon started 
sending my articles for publication, 
I learnt to enjoy my life. 


T am now a journalist in a 
reputed newspaper office. I feel as 
confident and proud as [used to be. 
Even after losing a leg, my life 
hasn't changed. With a caring wife 
and a lovely son, I'can say I'm a 
complete man like anybody else in 
this world! I have understood the 
‘meaning of life. In short, Iam happy 
to be alive! 


R.Praveen Kumar 
Delhi 
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LAUGHTER IS THE 
BEST MEDICINE! 


Passenger: Stop! Stop the car. Why are you going so 
fast? 

‘Taxi driver: I've lost control. The brakes have 
failed! 


Passenger: For heaven's sake then tum oft he 
meter atleast! 











yntham Std IX, 
hol, Mumbai 





“Was your Maths 
teacher, formerly a 
Dance Master?” 
“Why?” 
“She is solving all 
the problems step - 
by step!” 
M. Vinodh 
Sankarankovil 


‘What is the difference 
between a tailor and a 
‘One cuts dresses and 

the other dresses cuts!” 
R. Prasanna 
Karur 





‘What is a skeleton?” 
jones with people scraped 


Greeshma Nandanan 
‘Std X, Spartan Mat., 
‘School, Chennai 


31 
0 [Sank | 


(4, 
man tothe Bank” xd 
"The Manager told me to show secu- 
M.Vinodh, Sankarank 
4 














Personality. 


Anrhurlgnatius 
Conan Doyle was 
bom in Edinburghon 
May 22, 1859 

Arthur was sent 
toaboarding schoo! 
in Lancashire, where 
he excelled atcricket. He also discovered 
his gift as astoryteller, inventing tales to 
entertains friends. 


* Conan Doyle 


Acc the age of seventeen, Conan 
Doyle enrolled at the medical college in 


Edinburgh, wherehe @ 
studied under the 
surgeon Dr. Joseph 
Bell 

After graduating asa 
Bachelor of Medicine 
and Master of Surgery, 
Conan Doyle worked as 
a medical officer on 
steamer before setting up his 
‘own medical practice, Short 
‘of money, he wrote fiction to 
help pay the bills. 


Conan Doyle's creation of 
the detective Sherlock Holmes was 
his greatest achievement. The ex- 
ploits of this sharp sleuth and his 
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companion in adventure Dr Watson, soon 
capitulated Doyle to international fame, 
Doyle based Sherlock Holmes’ gift 
for deductive reasoning on the surgeon 
Dr. Bell, Years later, after Conan Doyle 
‘became well known for his novels, he 
wrote to Bell, “It is most certainly to you, 
lowe Sherlock Holmes.” 

Sherlock Holmes first appears in ‘A. 
Study in Scarlet’, published in the year 
1887. Itwasthe frst of 60 tales featuring 
the detective, all but four narrated by 


GUE AENIARY 


Holmes’ companion Dr. John Watson. In 
this novel, Holmes und Watson move to, 
221B Baker street in London, 


Aitthough" Study in Scarlet” was 
‘only modest success, Conan Doyle 
‘was commissioned to write a sec- 
ond adventure followed by ase- 
ries of shon stories, Serialized in 
"Phe Strand’ magazine, they 
‘were a phenomenal suc- 
cess, eventually earning 
him the then handsome 
fee of around 800 
pounds per story! 
“The Hound of the 
SQ. Baskervilles’ is per- 


Ne 








haps the most popular of his long stores, 
followed by “The Sign of the Four’ and 
‘The Valley of 


Fear’. 


Conan Doyle 
describes Holmes" 
hobbies as latenight 
violinplaying, indoor 
revolver practice 
and malodorous 
scientific experi- 
ments that ‘made 
him the very worst 
tenant in London’. 
Doyle described his 
living conditions to 


such minute and realistic details that many 
readers actually visited Baker street to 
search forthe fictional adress! 

Holmes was the first detailed portrait 
of what Conan Doyle termed ‘a scientific 
detective who solved cases on his own 
merits and not through the folly of the 
criminal’, 
























Doyle received 
the knighthood in 
1902, forhisefforts, in 
support of the British 
cause during the 
Anglo- Boer war, 

This great legend- 
ary writer died in 
1930, Itisindeed true 
that Conan Doyle's 
stories of Sherlock 


Holmes’ adventures are, and shall always 
bea perennial source of inspiration tolov- 
cers of detective fiction 


- MS, Sulakshana 
Age- 15 

Mount Carmel College 
Bangalore 


KILLER FROGS! 


“KOKOr'the briliant coloured frogs of Central 
‘America produce a highly poisonous venom, that can kill 


50 men at a time.They are called ‘Killer Frogs 
=R.Rajalakshmi, 
Karur 
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A.Sneha, 
Std V, 
Nalanda Vidya 


Niketan, 
‘Vijayawada 
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Std V, Carmet High 
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‘There isalegend 
connected tothe 
Aranmula mirror, 


The head priest 
of Aninmula, a village 
‘on the banks of the 
Pampa river, itis 
said, had invited a 
small community of 
bronze casters, the 
‘Kannans: 
(community of 
craftsmen), tosettle 
down near the 
temple, The priest 
further requested the 
Kannans to provide 
the temple with bell 
‘metal utensils, In 
retum, they would 
get free land and the 
permission to 
cultivate 

For some reason however, 





the Kannans could not succeed 

incasting their vessels properly, This 

attracted the anger of the head priest 

wha threatened to send them out of the Autthis moment of anxiety and 
vilkage, expectation, all the women ofthis 


‘The Kannans made a vow that they community threw in their omaments 
Wouldmakeperfectcrown forthe made of pure tn, into the molten 
deity of the temple, ifonly they couldbe _ furace. When it cooled, the new alloy 
‘given one more chance. ‘was found to have a sheen that not only 
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resembled silver, but which 
had the capacity of taking 
such high polish that itcould 
reflect an image with perfect 
clarity! 

‘Thus, a crown was made 
forthe deity, which came to 
be known as the Kannati 
Bimbam, 


The Kannans became the 
sole possessors of the 
knowledge ofthe technique of 
making the unique Aranmula 
mirror. Itis so unique that only 
‘one ortwo families in 
‘Aranmula know how tomake 
it! The manufactur ofthis 
mirror seven today, aclosely 
guarded secret! 





‘THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE ARANMULA 
MIRROR 


4 










In many Malayali 
families of Kerala, 
‘owning an Aranmula 
mirror is a matter of 
pride and great 
importance. On the day 
of Vishu, the Malayali 
New Year, the mirror is 
decorated with flowers and 
around it are kept gold ornaments, new 
clothes, flowers, betel leaves and nuts, 
‘mangoes and jackfruit. Lamps are also iit 
This arrangement is called the ‘Vishu Kani’ 


S 





tis believed that one's good fortune curing 
the New Year depends on seeing good things, 
the minute they open their eyes! 
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News A 





Mother Teresa whom we all 
know and venerate, has been be- 
atified by the Pope, which means 
that Mother Teresa will hence 
forth be looked upon as Saint. 
‘This is the reward for her self- 
less service to the poor, sick 
and down trodden. All of us 
cannot become Mother Teresas 
but we can certainly develop 
compassion and help others tothe 
extent possible, We may not become 
Saints but we will surely be 


ae 








central government as well 
as the chief minister of 
Chhattisgarh, for using 
government funds to 
advertise achieve- 
ments. The aim of the 
lection commissionis 
to prevent tax payer's 
money being used as 
party funds, Ithas also 
been stipulated thatthe 
wealth of the contesting 


Sarr SAINT TERESA 


‘Thenorth east monsoon has brought 
cheer to Tamilnadu after along dry spell, 
which caused great concen, The reser- 
Voirs and lakes were depleted andeven 
underground water became scarce, Wells 
and bore pumps went dry. Ofcourse the 
Cauvery dispute continues, with Tamil 
nadu urging its riparian rights and 
Kamataka taking a helpless posture by 
saying it doesn’t have surplus water to 
spare for Tamilnadu, The north east mon- 
‘oon may intensify and help Tamilnadu, 
but permanent solution has tobe found, 
Otherwise water scarcity will hithis state 
again in May or June next year: The prob- 
lem has to be tackled both in a humane 
and scientific manner. 





oes 


Elections for four states have been 
announced by the election commission. 
Soon after, it came down heavily on the 


candidates and their crimi- 
nal records, if any, should 
bemade public. All these 
measures will help to pu- 
rify politics toa great ex- 
tent, 





The march towards Ayodhya by 
Kar Sevaks of VHP was handled firmly 
and admirably by the chief minister 
Mulayam Singh Yadav of Jumbo cabi- 
net fame (98 ministers)! His unyielding 
stand has helped to uphold the court's 
directives besides avoiding unpleasant 
confrontations. Mulayam became the 
chief minister after Mayavathi’s resig- 
nation. She lost her majority in the as- 
sembly and had to quit. There after the 
CBI has unearthed a lot of misdeeds 
by her and her family members. She 
now stands accused of corruption run- 
ning to several crores! 
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Prize winning mythology story-4 





Andal, who lived in 
the 18th century, was one 
of the twelve Alwars* and 
the only woman saint among them. 
She composed the famous poetic 
composition in Tamil-Thiruppavai in 
praise of Lord Vishnu, 


Vishnu Chittar an ardent devotee of 
Lord Vishnu, lived in Sriillipumur, asmall 
town, about ity kilometres from Madurai, 
atemple town in Sout India. 

Everyday Vishnu Chittar gathered 
flowers, strung them into garlands for the 
Lord and offered his prayers. 


Ohne day while Vishnu Chittar was 
gathering flowersin his garden, he heard 
the laughter ofababy. Looking ll around 
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his garden, he found 
alovely baby girl near 
his tulsi plant. He 
caressed the baby 
gently in his arms, 
named her *Kodai’ 
and brought herupas 
hisown daughter, He 
thought of herasa gift 
fromhis Lord Vishnu. 


Kodi grew up 
tobea beautiful and 
loving git She helped 
her father in gathering 
flowers and stringing 
garlands for Lord 
‘Vishnu. Kodai’s love 


FORLOVEO 


forthe Lord was made felt from an early 
age. She started composing songs in 
praise of her Lord, 

Kodi yearned to win her Lord's love 
and longed to be his bride. Hence, she 
started wearing the garlands meant forthe 
Lord, imagining herself tobe his bride 

One fine morning, Vishnu Chittarno- 
ticeda few strands ofhairin the garlands 
‘meant for the Lord 

‘Thenext day, Vishnu Chita saw Kodai 
‘wearing the garlands she had strung for 
Lord Vishnu. 

“Kodai! My child! Why are you wear- 
ing the garlands meant for the Lord? 








Remove them at once!”, he said angrily. 
Immediately, he began stringing fresh 
garlands for Lord Vishna. 


‘That night, Lord Vishnu appeared in 
Vishnu Chittar’s dreams and said, 
“Perialwar,” your daughter is a part of 
me! Sheis bor forme! Letherfirst wear 
the garlands and then I shall be adorned 
with the very same ones.” 

From that day onwards, Vishgu Chittar 
named *Kodai’ as ‘Andal'- the Lord's 
favourite 


As Andal reached marriageable age, 
her father, Vishnu Chittarswanted to get 








Periaiwar: A senior devotee. Also, one of 


the 12 Alwars. 








her married. But, Andal firmly refused. 

“Father! How can I marry someone 
else when my heart and soul belong to 
Lord Vishnu?” she asked. Tears of joy 
filled her eyes and a supreme bliss filled 
her very being. She was overwhelmingly 
inlove with Lord Vishnu! 


‘Vishnu Chitar was worried over get- 
ting his daughter married. One night, he 
had a dream in which the Lord appeared 
before himonce again, 

“Vishnu Chittar”, the Lord said, “Bring 
‘Andal to my temple and into my sanctum 
~sanetorum, [will take her as my bride.” 


Vishnu Chittar joyously arranged for 
a bridal party and Andal, dressed as a 
beautiful bride was taken ina palanguin 
to Sri Ranganathaswamy temple in 
Srirangam. 

The priests there took her inside 
the inner sanctum - sanctorum 
of the temple wherein 

was the idol of 

SriRanganathaswamy. 

Andal looked at the 
Lord who was coming 
towards her witha flute 
inhishand and atwinkle 
inhiseye! She felt dizzy 
with happiness and sud- 
denly there wasaflash of 
bright light . Andal be- 
came one with the Lord. 

- Krishna Veni 

St Patricks Junior 
College 
Hyderabad 


Bravest among the Braves 


“A loyal and dedicated soldier will never go to the war field 
with a long face.” 


Twas 11.00hours onthe 8thof April, Let's move the tanks forward. I wil give 
1948, Socond Leiutenant Rama Raghabe 
Rane was busy overseeing the task as 


signed to him, He had to accompany a 
fleet of tanks by road, from Naushera to 
Rajauri, But that road was full of mines 
and roadblocks and his task was to clear 
them, 

‘Suddenly, there was an outburst of fire. 
‘The enemy (Pakistanis) were using 
mortars’, Two soldiers were killed 
and Rane himself injured, 

“Come on, men,” Rane’s voice 
could be heard over the deafening 
thunder of mortar fire, 

Rane stood brave, courageous 
‘and towering. He did not lose heart. 

“Don't give up now. The mines 
have to be cleared, come what may. 
* Morar: rs a power weapon used fr 


shor range fing ad that oo a neoct 
targets 








cover.” he encouraged his men, 

Ttwas 4,30 that evening, when, they 
finally managed to capture the 
Barwati Ridge. 


Rane and his men rejoiced 
fora few seconds 

“But the enemy are still 
"| around,” cautioned Rane. “We 
‘must be careful, I will go.uhead 
and makeadiversion forthe wks 
to proceed.” 

Rane worked hard till mid- 


UNDER FIRE 


night, in fll view of the enemy and under 
heavy fire 

‘Throughout the next day, he once again 
undertook the gruelling task of disman- 
thing the land mines 

‘last the roads were cleared andthe 





tanks started to move. “I shall take the 
lead and stay right ahead,” said Rane, as 
hhe gotinto the very first tank. 

‘The problem was not over. Everything 
\as fine forthe first half a mile, before 
they came across a huge road block of 
pine logs. 

Rane dismounted and 
setabout blasting the logs, 


The task was not 
easy. Itwas long, hilly, 
winding roadandatevery 
half.a mile, there loomed 
road block of logs, aid 
by the Pakistani army, 
Notonly that, the enemy 
were using machine guns 
continuously on Rane and 
hispparty of men, 

Butthere was no going back for 2nd 
Lt-Rane. He cleared each andevery road 
block all along the way, 

Nearing the end of their journey, at 
about 6.00 in the evening of Sth April 
1048, Rane encountered yet another road 
block. This time it was really huge and 
formidable, surrounded by mines and well 
covered by enemy machine gun fire 

“Well! Sir, this seems to be abig one. 
Maybe we should divert the remaining 
tanks to anearby harbour for safety.” 

“Agreed! Let us take no risks, Tis one 











— R.Surendran 


troop of tanks will do to clear the rond- 
block," instructed Rane, 


Ththeearly hours of 10th April 1948, 
only one troop of tanks went head. 
By dintof sher will power, Rane faced 





the stiff enemy fire and set about clearing 
the road blocks, The next thousand yards 
of the road was a mass of huge road 
blocks and blasted embankments 

“Don't lose heart!" Rane encouraged 
and inspired his men and went on to meet 
With success, The diverted fleet of tanks 
{00 finally reached their destination. 

For his act of gallantry in action in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Rane of Bombay 
‘Suppers was awarded our country’shigh- 
est military award, the Param Vir 
Chakra, Rane retited as Major. 


GRINDING THE TEETH! 





A porcupine’s teeth never stop growing. The creature 
thas to constantly keep wearing them down, 


‘Std VI Vidya Vikash H.S.S.,Thiruchengode 


-RV.Ram Kumar 








Do you love cartoons? Want to know how 
animations are done? 


Ask Mr. Chandrasekaran 
Chairman and Managing Director Pentamedia Graphics 





Send in your questions to STAR RENDEZVOUS, c/o Gokulam, 
Kalki Buildings, 47 -NP,Jrwaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chenna - 690 097 


Last Date: 22.11.2003 


+ Only one question allowed # Write only on a postcard 
# Mention details of your name, age, class and school. Also give your residential 
address. 
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here was a time when Ritvi felt 

lonely, bereft of relatives and 
friends and Grandpa would then 
console her by saying that he would 
take her to their native place near 
Tanjore during her holidays. 
Therefore, when Ritvi finished her 
10th and had topped the class with 
a high first grade, her grandpa 
surprised her. 

*Get ready Ritu,” said Grandpa. 
“You, me and Amma are leaving 
tomorrow by train, to Tanjore!” 

Ritvi was thrilled beyond words 
for she longed to travel! 

Achappa and Ritvi had a 
great time packing this and 
that, from footwear to food 
and books to games and even 
pictures to show 
Achappa's 
relatives! It was 
now nearly five 
years since they had visited their 
native town, as Ritvi was busy with 
her studies and with her 
sports. 


L232! 
child, Achha sat 
at thé window seat 
on the train and 
Jooked out of the window, 
towatls the engine. Ritvi 
also got a window seat on_/ 
the opposite side! Both 
of them were so excited 
to travel by the night 
train! 


Geeta Ramanujam 


Achaa checked to see if 
everything was intact as the train 
slowly left the platform, It was a 
Jong time since Lakshmi had had 
such a break, She was so tired that 
she excused herself and instantly 
went to sleep on the upper berth 

Ritvi watched the other 
passengers playing cards, chatting, 
sleeping and singing in the other 
compartments. It was not until late 
in the night around 1 a.m. that 
‘Achaa nudged Ritvi to climb into the 
middle berth to sleep. Achha wished 


RITVI AND 
een rts 





‘her goodnight and slept 
in the lower berth. 


chappa's brother 

Pichappa who 
looked exactly like = 
Achha was the village yg 
headmaster. He had 
holidays too. 

It was an ancient 
ancestral house. It had 
huge pillars inside and high ceilings. 
Ritvi loved it. 

That afternoon after having a 
tasty meal they decided to go on a 
Visit to the Saraswathi Mahal library. 
Ritvi had studied about it in history 
and was excited about visiting the 
library that housed ancient scrolls 
and manuscripts. 

Ritvi spent a lot of time the rest 
of the week visiting people's houses, 
singing and listening to music. The 
chariot festival in the nearby temple 
and the manner in which people 
gathered together in the streets and 
followed the chariot, fascinated her. 
She learnt about their myths and 
legends and heard stories in the 
nights from neighbors and friends. 


itvi ran through the fields and 

learnt to milk the cows though 
she was kicked when she first tried 
her hand at it! Then another day 
she tried climbing the coconut tree 
just as her cousins did and she only 
managed to scratch her elbows! She 
went to the temple in the horse cart 
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and went to see an old movie with 
‘Achappa in the bullock cart. 

Ritui climbed on the haystacks in 
the fields. She tried to sow the crop 
by stamping on the wet and soggy 
soil 

Ritvi also watched the basket 
‘weavers and the mat weavers. How 
fast and well they knitted those mats! 
She watched curds being churned 
with the traditional wooden churner 
and the butter frothing while her 
mouth watered. She got up early in 
the morning and watered the plants 
and tried to put rangoli with wet 
rice flour. 


chappa and Pichappa would 

walk with Ritvi to their sister's 
place and then about five to six of 
them would walk over to the river 
‘near the foothills of a small hill. Ritvi 
would then seat herself on a rock 
and put her legs into the river like 
everyone else. They would chat and 
watch the birds fly back in the 
‘evenings, specially the golden orioles 
and crows. Ritvi watched so many 
sparrows picking up husk and 


wondered why she could never see 
so many of them in the cities! 
‘They would slowly watch the sun 
go down in the distance and would 
hear the frogs croaking and the shrill 
cty of the peacocks from the forests 
beyond. Slowly they would get up 
and walk back in silence watching 
the spray of orange and pink spread 
slowly across the river's edge. How 
beautiful the fields looked! 


hen,after dinner they would 

play five stones, or some old 
traditional games with tamarind 
seeds and shells. At the stroke of 
nine p.m., everyone would begin to 
clean up the kitchen and get ready 
to go to sleep. Ritvi loved to read 
for a while. She would sit on the 
old grandfather swing which gently 
went back and forth... She would 
then retire into the innermost room, 
which had traditional wooden 
windows and a cot with a mosquito 
net for her to sleep. 

Ritvi enjoyed every bit of her stay 
and hoped that someday she would 
be able to return and stay in the 
village for good. She would hear her 
mother speaking to her cousins in 
whispers about her life in Bangalore. 





ANT STRENGTH! 


Experiments with ants have shown that they have the 
opacity of lifting 50 times their own weight and pulling 
loads three hundred times their own weight. 
~ Binita Arun Biswas 
Std IX, Holy Cross Convent, Mumbai 


Even amma must be having her 
outlet here, thought Ritvi as sleep 
slowly overtook her. 

Time flies and so did those ten 
days. Ritvi was reluctant to return, 
Everyone gave her dresses and 
jewellery as gifts and she sought the 
blessings of all the older people in 
the family. 

ae 


n Bangalore everything seemed 

so artificial all of a sudden. Many 
‘questions lingered in Ritvi's mind for 
a long time to come, Why do we 
live in a particular place for a long 
time? What makes a place special? 
People or the place itself or was it 
both? There were too many 
unanswered questions. There was a 
craving, an emptiness of some sort 
and it took her sometime to get her 
feet back on the ground, to face the 
realities of a hurried life in the 
city. 


To be continued... 
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Without crackers Diwali is charm- 
Jess. But, some crackers are dangerous. 
People even lose their homes and their 
lives on account of being careless. Let's 
celebrate Diwali with harmless crackers 
and make it glorious and charming 

~ Anil Kumar Kar, Std XI 
SMS, College, Puri 








Tamall forbursting crackers, during 
Deepavali, Deepavali without crackers 
islikefood without salt. Making crackers 
gives employment for lakhs of people. 

-R. Sivaraman, Std VIII 
SL Vidyalaya, Trichy 


(Cackers make alot of noise, Thisis 
harmful to the ears. Children are being 
‘employedin the manufacture of crackers 
and aré not able to study, This is a sad 


‘Viewpoint 


CRACKERS -TOBURST 
ORNOTTOBURST? 


state of affairs, 1am not for these crack: 
ers, 
+G. Vignesh, Std IX 
St.Bede’s, Chennai 


Crackers should not be banned. 
Children are fascinated by the glamour- 
ous light and sound produced by these 
crackers, While elders can always eter- 
tain themselves through other means, why 
killchildren'sjoys? 

- Binoy Kumar Sarangi 
Std XI, SCB Medical Public 
School, Cuttack 


Crackers should not be burst, be- 
‘cause it causes noise and ai pollution. 
New bom bubies, old and sick people 
get frightened by the loud bursting of 
crackers, The money spent on buying 
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crackers just to experience a few seconds 
of joy, can instead be utilised for construc- 
tive purposes or donated to poor children. 

= V.Subasree, Std VIL 


Shri Bijjairaj Sajjanraj Motha 
GSSS., Chennai 


Decpavatiis always celebrated dur- 
ing the rainy season when the humidity is 
high. Water vapour accumulates in the ait. 
Hence, smoke from the crackers won't 
rise up. This will cause respiratory prob- 
Jems forall of us. 

+ K. Mano Maran, Std X 
‘Vimaljyothi, Coimbatore 


Do not burst crackers. Let us cel- 
ebrate Diwali by sending greetings, light- 
ing lamps and eating snacks and sweets. 
Instead of making Diwali a festival of pol- 
Jution, let us make ita festival of lamps! 

+H. Supraja, Std VI 
AISSISLM.HSS., 
Chennai 


Abtsivakasi, factually saw < 
children of my ageandeven = 
‘youngerto me, preparing 
crackers and getting 
scoldings from their 
employers. Ihopechil- 
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dren who like bursting erackers, will 

think ofthe children making them. 
-R. Aparna, Std IX 
GRT Mahalakshmi 
Vidyalaya, Chennai 


Frestivals are a source of joy and a 
change from studies and homework, My 
favourite festival is Diwali and enjoy 
bursting crackers. The fireworks industry 
provides employment to several thousand 
people. If we stop bursting crackers, this 
industry will face a loss and those several 

thousand people will be unemployed, 
~S.Shiyamali, Std X1, 
Alpha Mat School, 
Chennai 


Retain from bursting crackers. They 
cause a lot of noise, weaken the founda- 
tion of buildings and pollute the air. Child 
Jabouris also prevalent in the making of 
crackers. The toxic chemicals used in 
these crackers, cause untold harm tothese 
young children. Don't bum money when 
thousands of children in India go without 
‘even one nutritive meal per day! 

+ Raunak 
‘Std VIL, Trinity High School, 
Mumbai 







The tradition 

of bursting crackers 
must continue as we are 
reminded of our ancient 
legends; ofthe slaying of 


demons and the victory of the just on this 
day. 


-S. Sangeetha, Std V 
St. Mary's Convent, 
Gonmuldl 





Letusnot burst crackers. Letus light 
diyas this Diwali, Letus illuminate the city 
with lights, and not pollute it with smoke 
and paper. 

+ Meenakshi Mukerjee 
Std XI, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
‘Chennai 


Hotes have been created in the ozone 
jer due to pollution, We should not in- 
crease pollution by bursting crackers. In- 
stead of spending money 
con buying erackers, we 












can donate itto some or- 
phana old-age 
= J. Lavanya, 

SIM College, 

‘Trichy 





Dear Readers, 
Your letters have been dropping on 

us like crackers, making lots of noise, 

ushering in the festive mood... 

Thanks so much for all your lovely 
letters which unfortunately cannot all 
be accommodated in this column. 

But, please do keep writing! Our suc 
cess lies in making you children happy! 

We would like to acknowledge two 
schools, Queen Mary School, Mumbai 
and Tripunithura Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
for having encouraged their students 
10 put down their views on ‘Should aer- 
ated drinks be banned or not?’. It is 
heartening to note this kind of interest 
generated. 

Here is the topic for this month. 
Maybe you can have a discussion initi- 
ated in your class? 





-Editor 
Question for this month 





WHICH BOOKTO CHOOSE? 


Thre tremendous success of Harry 
Potter in India is a welcome change. It is 
good to see children lost in the 
‘enchanting world of books in this era of 
Internet and television. But, | feel, that 
besides reading Western authors like 
Enid Blyton and Nancy Drew, we should 
also read Indian publications relating to 
fur ancient folklore and mythology. Books 

‘with stories set against our cultural 
background and society, like those 
‘of Tagore and Ruskin Bond, are 
‘equally enjoyable. 

‘What do you think? 

= Speh Pradhan, Std IX 
St. Joseph's High School, 
Bhubaneswar 
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UC MAS - The Pioneer & The Leader WiSION 
lbacus Mental Arithmetic Education in India 


IMAGINATION 


/% nternational concept in India since 1999 





With 375 centres § around 
25,000 getting trained 
Programme Enhances 
Learning Ability 





UCMAS 


= Memory Technique 
= Mental Mapping 
= Speed reading 


Listening | 
E A For all 
pu atah students -12 to 20 years old 
For further details contact : 


U C MAS Mental Arithmetic (India) Pvt. Ltd., 
Corporate Office :# A-1,1857, 13" Main Road.6" Avenue.Anna Nagar West, 
Chena - 00040 da, Te: B-4-2582096 (Uns). Fax: 9-4-2580 4/1705 
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